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VONFIDENTIAL 


Q@ State your nome, ratin:, serial number, end pormanent hene addross. 


A. My name ts Frank “dwar. Fil’, First Sorgoant, U.S.M.C., Serial No. 
i 


289021 and mv home eidress is 13:5 i. 'eeno Avenue, romont, Nobraska. 


(. Did you porsornally vitnoss, cr ware ym the victim of, any torturo, 
boatings and other crucltios? 


A. Yos, At “iro sata prison camp, Javan, * witnossad be>tin«s se 
severe in nasire as to result in vlyeical eer {lity, permanent, at 
least for the iuration of the victie g imprisonment. These beatings 
wore commonolace in the coms 


On or about 15 May 1945 a ercup of nino prisoners brcke inte a 
storcrnom on the Jnpanese veo °1 which they were nnloading ani stole 
some fooi supplics. “hat evening at approximasesy 1620 when all the 
orisoners ef the c +> returned from thoir day's labor, the entire prison 
population was forcoi to kneel in tho open ani to remein kneeling until 
aporoximately 2260 of tha es 3 day. At that time the J»panese snnounced 
that if the men resnocnsible for tha theft were identified the remainder 
of the prisoners wonld go without further punis ment. The nine men then 
identified themselyss tn the Jap nese. Among these men were Jeromo F. 

RADY, frivate, U. &. Army, attached to a Militery Police Detachment nt 
Corregidor; ono <#°L0., Private, irmvy tenk unit on Bataan; one Dak. ELL, 
Private, U. 5. Army, unit unknown; end one ORR, a Marine formerly 
stationed »t Gunn. 


All prisoners, exceot th: nine, ore vermitted to go to evening chow 
but the nine men were mustered in the courtyerd. The entire camp staff 
from the medicsl cornsmen to and including the sergeant majer, numbering 
som: twelve Japynese, there upon picked up hnseball bets, bamboo clubs, 
lengtha of rone oni fire hoae «4 such other instruments as thoy could 
find, ani beat the nine men for »o°croximetely four and one—holf hours. 
As one of the ind .iduels would become unconscious he was recuscitated 
end then beaten »;in. 


The nine men wire carried into thoir barrasks »t rporoximately 0130 
in a semi-conscious, hrstericnl eni delirious condition. The next morning 
whan the camp was mstored tha scone of the beating lispleyed hel 
gouges in the grounl, blow? spots and othor evidences of the physical 
contcrtions of tho victims. 


i111 of the victims, sxcopt one, wer> forced to en to work tho noxt 
moriing and were torten and cuffed while merching in ranks bec-usn of 
thatr inability to keop up with th> formation. 
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The Javenese rrimerily responsille was one ITC=IDA, a gunzo (approxi- 
mately equivalent to a U. S. Firs: Sergeant), who was acting sergeant 
me jor and cunsterr ater of che ern. .ie0 ipyoivel wat a mo? icel Gorps- 
man, one TSUJINA, »nd one MURIAO, a regerve soldier, serving in Officer 
of tho “ay canacisy. The oth © involved 7 esanct presentiy identtiy. 
The wajority of the nine inen cu.'eved infection of viair wcundsa and re- 
mained infected for i 9 most part until liberation. 


Aporoximitely ahout the 1 of Ausust 1244, I was atending vita 
group in the orison courtyer at shovt 1936 and one Thomas a. MELON, 
Staff Sergeant, U. 5. Arm: Ordnince, formerly o° Corregidor, was standing 
nearby, The »cting sergennt majeur, the ~vove-nuen~l ITCSIDA, avprouched 
and naLODY, who dii ret see him em nce sing, fr.isi to salute him. 
ITCHIDA thereucon calisd iT DY to ntceni202, tien koowked MoLODY down 
with a blow from his fist. ‘hen “4L00% arasy, "1OiIDA calied three of 
the reserve soldiers (Officers of the Jay) ju tani giuti and teking up 
a bamboo club sovroxime’ oly t: 2 inches in diamvcer anc ai¢bs t2ec Long, 
beat MZLODY with aoproxiuately forty or fifty lashes. He then 190k 
ALLODY to tie courtyard, forced him to strino ant chea force’ a nose of 
approximeteiy om inch diame.er into MELODY's mouth aud turned tre pressure 
on full. This t:satmens wee thor Urvected into MELODY's nosiriis. This 
“water cure" contsauet for <owre :mate!y one hour ani immud‘ateiy after 
ITCHIDA seized enother club and brai ASLOLY into vaconsciousness. 


MELODY was forced to work the next day even though ho was suffering 
intense pain and uae ph; zically un lle to perform any labor. 


The reauls of the watur treatment was that MPLOPY was rendered violent- 
ly 111, hie si,hnt was sericisly impsired for a period cf several days, and, 
in the. opinion of the prisover doctor, ho will be afflicted throughout hie 
life with serious sims tro: vie. I personelly | itnessed the beating of 
ABLODY and his su? iactio: to the “water cure." 


4» Did you witness the use 0° prisoners of war on enemy military works or 
operr sions? 


A. Yes. Frisonuers ir Firo /-4a Camp vero employed in the unloeding of 
ore from yesseis at Sete*.u.-.el Milles at “iro betea, Jaoen. This ore 
was used in the cons>-uction of turret steel. 


je Md you witness the exposure of ort: vera of war to danger of gunfire, 
bombing, turcedoing, cv other har. vis of war? 


A. Yes. All the oriscners in the comp were required to wear Japanese 
army type clothing whi. had teen dtecaraed by the Japrnese woldiura. as 
a result it would have von 1 ocesitie for U. S. planes to distinguish 
the privoners from Jevsnese Army veroousel durlag strafing runs, ec. 
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The steel mille, ae well as the vessels lyin» at tho locks or anchored 
nearby, were the target noon sever:1 occasions of U. 5. air attacks, 
:earby vessels wero, von occasinn, sunk ty bombs during the working 
hours. At no time Jur.nz avch rails were the prisoners removed from the 
eres or given ou oO vporiunity to seek shelter. 


xe Did you witness public exhilition or exposure to rilicule of prisoners 
of war? 


A. Yes. Tho p. lic exhibition snd excosure to ridicule of srisoners of 
war was Commonpiccs and pract’colly ail of the guards and the comp staff 
were guilty of such incidont:. «hen grouss of oriseners would bo working 
outuide the cam ev'ry opportunity was taken by the cuaris to point out 
to other Jnpanese that the sroup was comoosed of samesicen vrisoners and 
the suards would demonstrate how the American prisoners hal surrendered, 
how they would liol4 ws thei: hands, and their preticament os made the 
object of ridicule, 


\ 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
j 
| 
Aporrertly pursuent to the Jeninese attitule as oxpressed in the 
order issued in the «hilt :ines after the fall of Corraiior to the effect 
that the hirhest ronkine U, 5. o: ficer vas lower than the lovest Japnnese 
civilian, the orisoners were forced to zive way and humiliste thamselves 

as frequertly aa possible before iniivituals of the Javanese coolia cless.|: 
As an example, in instances ‘here » orisoner woull be usin’ a shovel that 
was in better condition then ono used by a coolie worker neprby, the 
orisoner would he forced to relinquish his shovel to the coolie and to 
stand before the coolie and bow and otherwise elaborately dobase himself 

in apolo-y for havin: cosiessed a better shovel. All of the Japenese 
camp personnel seizgoi every opportunity to force such a nolicy. | 

4 

«+ Did you witnees the collective punishment of a sroup for offenses of 
others? 


4. Yes, Tha diet ils wero provided in the reply to the second question of 
this ienosition, 


%. “oes the testimony you have piven cover ell the vertine’t detnile of 
this incident ‘ich you : re now able to remember? 


ose 168. 
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STATE OF Califoriia : 
County of Alameda : 


I, sreuk Hivari <ICK, First Set,, USO of lawful 
oge, beins duly sworn, state that I have roai the fore joing trans- 
criotion of my interrog ‘ion, consisting of _3. rages, ani thet all 
answers cont»ined therein are trie to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 


Subscribed ani sworn to hefore me this 8th dey 
of October, 1945, at Ostrloni, California. 


(S) Thomas F. Gyerin 
(tank) Lt Uses? 


»oTaTS OF California : 


County of Alamein. 


, 2h 398 Fy mer in. Licutena.t, US:R, certify 
< (Rark) Zi 


that (/9me) Fran’ “dyard cick, First Soc., UsuC (SN) 

Ser, 24902), personally apzerred before me «. the _€th day of 
October, 1945, ani testified corcerning var crimes; and that the 
fore-oing is sr accurate transcviotion of the answers given by him to 
the several cuestions sco forth, 


“lace: Oakland, C lifornia 

Date: §& October 1945 Ss) 7 &. Cue 
Lieut Uowr 

Fase _ 3. of _ 3%. vages, 

a CORTINI@D TRUS COFY: 

(3) 7yverett Cho-ket 


VRETT Oni0¥E? 
Maj. Inf. 
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